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To the Righe Honourable, the Knights, Ciri- 


Zens, and Burgeſles of the Parliament of Eygland, aſſembled in the Houſe of 


COMMONS a WESTMINSTER. 


The humble Pettion of the Tenants and Freeholders of the Mannor of Gillingham in 
che County of Dor/er. 


HV MBLY SHEWETH:; 

m—_— Hat ata Parliament beld ia Febrnary in the fourth year of his now Majeſtics Raigne, a Petition was then exhibited to the 
Grand Committee for Grievances,by the then Tenants of the ſaid Mannor of Gillingham aforeſaid, ſubſcribing their names 
to the particular Grievances then thereby com plained of;arifing upon the diſ:fforeſtation of the late Forreſt of Gilinghan 
on the bchalf of themſclves,and of 400.0thers, which never cempounded or were queſtioned, who had right of Common 
within the ſame late Forreſt,con:aining a complaint againſt a commiſſion then lately awarded out of his M j: ſties Centr of 

Exchequery'o Sir James Fuller ton,and others,for the encloſing of the faid lare Forreft,and a place there called the Bayliff s walk, & 2gain{t 

Le proceedings Of the {aid Commiſfionets,in executing of the ſaid Commiſſion ; and iikewiſe againſt a D:cree inade againit the ſaid Peri- 

tioners inthe {aid Curt of Exchequer,cencerning the ſaid Forreſt and Bay'iff s walk.*By which Commiſſion 2n4preceedivgs thereupo- , 

the ſaid Petitioners, ard many hundreds more of the Tenants and Inhabicants, ar.d Commcncts there, were much camp: ifi:d and opprc1- 

{cd,as was alleadged by the ſaid Petition ; And therefore the ſaid Petitioners humbly prayed , that the faid Commiſion and Ptocce- 

dirgs might be examined; wiich faid Petition was read,and ordered to be retayned,and a day appcinted for heating the ſaid Canſe, As by 

the ſaid Petition remaining in this Honourable Honſe,and by the ſubſcrip: ions,and Copy ef the O; der of this Her om: ble Houſe thcrevp- 
on made ready to be procuced,may mere fully appear;but by reaſon ef the ſudden diflclution of the ſame Parliament, the cauſe was net 

heard;ficce wiich time, divers other wrengs and oppreſſions have been?2 againſt the laid Terants by the Agents and Inſtruments of rf e 

Rghc —_— the Earl of Elpin,the prefenc Fee- Farmer of the ſaid Mannor at:d Forreſt ; ail which are compreherd:d in the Articles 

AUNEXECTs 

H:umbly therefore pray,that you will be pleaſed io revive the Cauſe npon the firſt Petition,and to hear and relieve yourPeritioners com- 
plaint,as well tn tholc as in theſe other Grievances fince happening,as the jullice of the Cauſe ſhall require. 
e-Tnd jour Petitioners [all ever pray, ec. 


THE CASE. 


HE Manror of Gilingham is ancient D.meaſtne,and belongeth to the Croyen of Faglend,and kath alwayes berctofore uſd :o bs 

parcel{ of the Queenes Jotnturc,and rever our cf the hands of the King,Quee;;,or Prince for thetime being, untill theſame was 
| lately granted in Fee-Farme to the Right Honcurable the Earl of Elgin parcelof which Mannor is a great Waft or Commen,cal- 
| led the Bayliff's Walk. 

That within the ſaid Mannor ard Bayliff.s Walk lyeth the late Forreſt of Gifi»gham,compaſſed almeft round by the ſaid Man- 
nor and Baybf's Walk, within which Manor are m:ny Freeholds,and above 200,Copics of Inheritance ar Fine, and heriot certaine, the 
which Fines and hzriots, Rents 7nd Profet, of Ceurts , hav: been paid to the Queenes uſe, and ordered by the Court ef the Manner, 

T hat there is lik2wife anotherMannor corfilting of ſeveral Cepy holders of Inkerirance,called the Forreſt Mannrorgat ficegard heriots cer® 
eaine;the which Fines, Hercts,Reats,and Profics of Courts, have been paid to the Wardens of the Forreſt his uſe, and ordered by the Forreſt 
Court of that Mar.nor. 

That all che ſaid Tenants of bath the ſaid Mannors,and other Inhabitants,have time out of mind had anduſcd to have Common of Pa- 
ure within the (aid Forreft,tor their Horſe Beaſts,and other Beafts,levant and ecuchant upon their reſpeQive tenem: ns all the year,ar all 
times of the yeare,as to their reipeftive tenements belonging, and Common of Paſture within the ſaid Bayliff:s Walke, for their Horſe 
Beaſts,or other Beaſt and ſheepe levant and couchans upon their refpeRive renements, all the yeare,ac all rimes of the yeare, as to theii re- 
ſpe&ive tenements likewiſe pertaining. 

That the ſaid Fine, certajn, and cuftemes,haue been by ſeveral! Decrees, the one in the Ezckequer,the other in Queen Annes Ceurt,and 
by an Ac of Parliament 7.1acob, Reg.confirmed,and the Charter exemplified, which coſt the tenants above 800.pounds, 

That in Ang. 1. Car. Reg-a Commiſſion iflued forth of the Fxchequer to Sir James Fallerton Knight(being Commiſſioner and Patentee, 
for about 49.yeares of the ſaid Forreft,at a ſmall Rent )and to others, whereof the ſaid Sir James Fullerton was of the Quorum, to diſaffor- 
reſt and improve the ſaid Forref,for the advancement of his Majeſtics Revenues,with Articles of InſtruRion annexed, for compounding 
with the Commoners and Officers by allotments out of the ſaid Forref,,in fatisfaRtion of their Common and Offices there;and for reliefe of 
the poorc,and for ſctting out convenient high-wayes throuzh the ſaid Forreſi,as by the Records thereof in his Majeſties Court of Exche« 
.quer; amongſt other things may at large appeare. 


1. GRIEVY ANCE. 


Hat 22+Jacob.Reg. a Map of the ſaid Forreſt was taken by ene Mr. Texkivs and his men, who brought with him a perambulation thers- 
;oh.e8 he pretended,yherein was included all the Bayliffes Walk,and the Houſes, Gardens,and Incleſares of about tyyo hundred Tenants 

and Cottage. 
- 2, That for doing that ſervice,the ſaid Mr.erkivs required thethen Bayliffe and Hayward of the ſaid Mannor to attend his men,/and to 
taferme them of all the places named in the ſaid Ferambulation,and the houſes and groundsof the Tenants : All which was pretended to 
be within the ſaid Forreſt ; And the ſaid Mr, Zenksvs after the taking thereof,alleadged upon his oath, chat he was aſſified thercin with di- 
Vers ancient witneſſes,albeit the ſaid Map was taken by his men only,and himſelf very ſeldeme with them, kn 
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3: That 23. Ang.22.1acch.z Couit of Survey was holden at Gillizghamat which Cont a Jury was ſworne to preſent, according to AF 
ticles then delivered them , whereof one of them was tor the bounds of the Forreſt (none of the Jury then perfetly knowing the bounds 
2tyween the ſaid Forreſt and the ſaid B2iliffs walke, which had been uſed time out of mind, Ani having no evidence produced therefore, 
Ienkins Produced 


in their preſ-nrmen?,but did preſent only the aforeſaid mapp , which the faid Mr. 
C WAS taken to be 


they did not diſtinguiſh the faid bounes 
i . T! ' [ - ; A .* . 
unco them upon his Oath zccoreing to the pcrau.bulayuon ke bieught with him z by which meares the Bailiffes (al! 
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4 That the Commiſſioners cauſcd theTenants one by one to be drawa into a little cloſe privateChamber in an Iane in Gul:rgham,where 
the then B3il:ffe kep: the doore,and clere compounded with ſome of them for their Commons in the ſaid Forreſt, promiſiog,to a'lot to e- 
very of tkein ratably after the ra:e of ten Acres of Forreſt-ground for every 100. Acres of their ſeveral, ard {o afrer that proportion,and to 
of which nineteene did fabſcribe for 


cot the ſubſcriptions of 73. {everall mens names, 


cvery ancicet Cettage and Acre, and in that manner g | | S | f w! | 
ſaci as were not Preſent, and ſome of them Knew nor of the ſaid Commiſlion,and ſome of them after diſaflented to the ſaid ſubſcription, 8 


and agreement,and kis M-jefties 
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B 20 That 


19 Teatthefaid Earl doth of late take upon him to difpole in £2 Ip the Copyhold Lands of Inheritacce of the heires of ſuck te 
nants as dye, heir heires being under age,and let out the ſame at under valnes by way of Leaſe for many yeares together, with unreaſorable 
and unjuſt allowances,to the manifeſt wrevg and oppreſſion of ſuch Infants,which is a great incroachment en the liberty and property of 
rhe ſaid cenants,and an attempt to draw the tenants keires, being wi975,into a greater ſlavery and ſervitude,then a tenure in Capite,where- 

as the Ordinance concerning the Court of Wards aymts(as the Petitioners humbly cenceive)at the Liberty of the Subje&, even in caſes of 
{ apite,or Knights ſervice tenure, : — 

20, That one Woelridg being Bayliff: of thE Mariner of Gilingham, and mou in all the buſinefle coxcerving the difafforeſtation of 
the ſaid Forreſt, was upon a Ryot of a breach of the Incloſures of the ſaid Forreſt, aceufed in Star-chamber for an Abettor by ſome who 
were great enemies to him for his ſervice done about the diſaftoreſtation,and was fined 200. I. which-fine, with others the ſaid Sir James 
Fsllerton had granted to him from his Majeſty,with power to diſcharge any that were fined, as he pleaſed; And being truly informed, he 
did free!y forgive the {:11 fine to the ſaid #00/ridg.But after his death,the ſaid Earl cauſed the ſaid Foolridg to be impriſozed for the ſame 
Fine,and the ſaid Mr. Broukey hath unjultly levyed of the goods and eſtate of the ſaid Woolridg,tor the ſaid Fine, above 260.1, beſides it coſt 
(the ſaid)wolridg 40.1. to bring it to a hearing. 

2I. Tha! Folridg brought a ſuit againſt the ſaid Earle,and Brenker,and others inthe Exchequer chamber, hoping to have beenerelie- 
ved,and haye had reſtitution of his goods being ſ@ unjuſtly raken ; but when it was heard,and the depoſitions of witneſſes read,tte Earle fit- 
ting in Court,a Letter was delivered, and two or three lines read of it ; whereupon Baron Trevor ſtood up;and did take the letter, and did 
look in it,and ſaid, 7 Will believe this Letter before any of their Oathes (meaning the witneſſes ſworn in that Cauſe) and that ke did ſee no 

cauſe in Equity, why any reſtitution ſhould be made of the ſaid Goods to the ſaid Folridg, and thereupon diſmiſſed the Caule out of the 


{121d Courr. : 


22 That it was agreed between tae Commiſſioners and Tenants that ſubſcribed,thit the alotments of the Teran's ſhould bee afſu« 


2d unto them in the name of Cuſtemary Langs without Rent gr Fine,which is not performed, 


